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The Booker Prize–winning author of Possession breathes life into the Ragnorak myth through the novel of a young British girl
during World War II. Ragnarok retells the finale of Norse mythology: a story of the destruction of life on this planet and the
end of the gods themselves. What more relevant myth could any modern writer choose? As the bombs of the Blitz rain
down on Britain, one young girl is evacuated to the countryside. She is struggling to make sense of her new wartime life.
Then she is given a copy of Asgard and the Gods—a book of ancient Norse myths—and her inner and outer worlds are
transformed. War, natural disaster, reckless gods and the recognition of impermanence in the world are just some of the
threads that A.S. Byatt weaves into this most timely of books. Linguistically stunning and imaginatively abundant, this is a
landmark. A Globe and Mail Best Book “A gorgeous, brilliant, and significant performance.” —Booklist, starred review
“Byatt’s prose is majestic, the lush descriptive passages—jewelled one minute, gory the next—a pleasure to get lost in.”
—The Telegraph
From the renowned author of Possession, The Children’s Book is the absorbing story of the close of what has been called
the Edwardian summer: the deceptively languid, blissful period that ended with the cataclysmic destruction of World War I.
In this compelling novel, A.S. Byatt summons up a whole era, revealing that beneath its golden surface lay tensions that
would explode into war, revolution and unbelievable change — for the generation that came of age before 1914 and, most
of all, for their children. The novel centres around Olive Wellwood, a fairy tale writer, and her circle, which includes the
brilliant, erratic craftsman Benedict Fludd and his apprentice Phillip Warren, a runaway from the poverty of the Potteries;
Prosper Cain, the soldier who directs what will become the Victoria and Albert Museum; Olive’s brother-in-law Basil
Wellwood, an officer of the Bank of England; and many others from every layer of society. A.S. Byatt traces their lives in
intimate detail and moves between generations, following the children who must choose whether to follow the roles
expected of them or stand up to their parents’ “porcelain socialism.” Olive’s daughter Dorothy wishes to become a doctor,
while her other daughter, Hedda, wants to fight for votes for women. Her son Tom, sent to an upper-class school, wants
nothing more than to spend time in the woods, tracking birds and foxes. Her nephew Charles becomes embroiled with
German-influenced revolutionaries. Their portraits connect the political issues at the heart of nascent feminism and
socialism with grave personal dilemmas, interlacing until The Children’s Book becomes a perfect depiction of an entire
world. Olive is a fairy tale writer in the era of Peter Pan and Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind In the Willows, not long after
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. At a time when children in England suffered deprivation by the millions, the concept of
childhood was being refined and elaborated in ways that still influence us today. For each of her children, Olive writes a
special, private book, bound in a different colour and placed on a shelf; when these same children are ferried off into the
unremitting destruction of the Great War, the reader is left to wonder who the real children in this novel are. The Children’s
Book is an astonishing novel. It is an historical feat that brings to life an era that helped shape our own as well as a gripping,
personal novel about parents and children, life’s most painful struggles and its richest pleasures. No other writer could have
imagined it or created it.
From the award-winning author of Possession comes an ingenious novel about love and literary sleuthing: a dazzling fiction
woven out of one man’s search for fact. Here is the story of Phineas G. Nanson, a disenchanted graduate student who
decides to escape the world of postmodern literary theory and immerse himself in the messiness of “real life” by writing a
biography of a great biographer. In a series of adventures that are by turns intellectual and comic, scientific and sensual,
Phineas tracks his subject to the deserts of Africa and the maelstrom of the Arctic. Along the way he comes to rely on two
women, one of whom may be the guide he needs out of the dizzying labyrinth of his research and back into his own life. A
tantalizing yarn of detection and desire, The Biographer’s Tale is a provocative look at “truth” in biography and our
perennial quest for certainty.
Page 1/2

Read Book Ragnarok As Byatt
From the winner of the Booker Prize: A ravishing book that opens a window into the lives, designs, and passions of Mariano
Fortuny and William Morris, two remarkable artists who themselves are passions of the writer A. S. Byatt. Born a generation
apart in the mid-1800s, Fortuny and Morris were seeming opposites: Fortuny a Spanish aristocrat thrilled by the sun-baked
cultures of Crete and Knossos; Morris a member of the British bourgeoisie, enthralled by Nordic myths. Through their
revolutionary inventions and textiles, both men inspired a new variety of art that is as striking today as when it was first
conceived. In this elegant meditation, Byatt traces their genius right to the source. Fortuny’s Palazzo Pesaro Orfei in Venice
is a warren of dark spaces imbued with the rich hues of Asia. In his attic workshop, Fortuny created intricate designs from
glowing silks and velvets; in the palazzo he found “happiness in a glittering cavern” alongside the French model who
became his wife and collaborator, including on the famous “Delphos” dress—a flowing, pleated gown that evoked the era of
classical Greece. Morris’s Red House outside London, with its Gothic turrets and secret gardens, helped inspire his stunning
floral and geometric patterns; it likewise represented a coming together of life and art. But it was a “sweet simple old place”
called Kelmscott Manor in the countryside that he loved best—even when it became the setting for his wife’s love affair with
the artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti. Generously illustrated with the artists’ beautiful designs—pomegranates and acanthus,
peacock and vine—among other aspects of their worlds, this marvel-filled book brings the visions and ideas of Fortuny and
Morris to vivid life.
Hanck Orn's son is dead. When they come to the door they tell him it was a heart attack, but he knows they are lying. So he
travels to the outermost reaches of the land to find out what really happened. When he lands on the island he is met by a
young woman, hair streaked with blood, raving like a lunatic. She is one of the sisters, who tell him the story of how his son
died in the great hall of the Clan, the Norse gods, who were holding a party. But the festivities soon got out of hand, the
guests began to argue with one another, and the mischievous shapeshifter Loki dealt a deadly blow. Set in a dystopian
future that recalls Orwell and Zamyatin, Klas Ostergren has weaved a dizzying story of magnificent scope and foul play.
Moving from the golden halls to the depths of the underworld, it is about one man's search for justice for his son in a world
on the brink. A place where true love is so strong it can bring about the end of time.

Like Hans Christian Andersen and the Brothers Grimm, Isak Dinesen and Angela Carter, A. S. Byatt knows that fairy tales are
for grownups. And in this ravishing collection she breathes new life into the form. Little Black Book of Stories offers shivers
along with magical thrills. Leaves rustle underfoot in a dark wood: two middle-aged women, childhood friends reunited by
chance, venture into a dark forest where once, many years before, they saw–or thought they saw–something unspeakable.
Another woman, recently bereaved, finds herself slowly but surely turning into stone. A coolly rational ob-gyn has his world
pushed off-axis by a waiflike art student with her own ideas about the uses of the body. Spellbinding, witty, lovely,
terrifying, the Little Black Book of Stories is Byatt at the height of her craft.
Hailed by The New York Times Book Review as "a gifted observer, able to discern the exact details that bring whole worlds
into being" and "a storyteller who could keep a sultan on the edge of his throne for a thousand and one nights," A. S. Byatt
writes some of the most engaging and skillful novels of our time. Time magazine calls her "a novelist of dazzling
inventiveness." Possession, for which Byatt won England's prestigious Booker Prize, was praised by critics on both sides of
the Atlantic when it was first published in 1990. "On academic rivalry and obsession, Byatt is delicious. On the nature of
possession—the lover by the beloved, the biographer by his subject—she is profound," said The Sunday Times (London).
The New Yorker dubbed it "more fun to read than The Name of the Rose . . . Its prankish verve [and] monstrous richness of
detail [make for] a one-woman variety show of literary styles and types." The novel traces a pair of young
academics—Roland Michell and Maud Bailey—as they uncover a clandestine love affair between two long-dead Victorian
poets. Interwoven in a mesmerizing pastiche are love letters and fairytales, extracts from biographies and scholarly
accounts, creating a sensuous and utterly delightful novel of ideas and passions. With an Introduction by the author that
describes the novel's origins and its twenty-year gestation, this Modern Library edition is a handsome keepsake for fans of
Possession—new and old alike.
'What had happened to the lost manuscripts, what train of chances took Rolfe to his death in Venice? The Quest continued'
One summer afternoon A.J.A. Symons is handed a peculiar, eccentric novel that he cannot forget and, captivated by this
unknown masterpiece, determines to learn everything he can about its mysterious author. The object of his search is
Frederick Rolfe, self-titled Baron Corvo - artist, rejected candidate for priesthood and author of serially autobiographical
fictions - and its story is told in this 'experiment in biography': a beguiling portrait of an insoluble tangle of talents,
frustrated ambitions and self-destruction.
A collection of the myths of the Norsemen, containing stories of the gods Odin, Thor, Loki, Njord, Frey, and the others of the
Aesir.
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